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TLE | PROGRAM OVERVIEN 


The Backlog Clearance Program is based on the new refugee determination 
system; that is, those who claimed or indicated an intention to claim 
refugee status prior to January 1, 1989 will have the credibility of 
their claims assessed by an adjudicator and a member of the Immigration 
and Refugee Board (IRB). If either the adjudicator or Board member 
finds the claim to be credible, the claimant will be able to apply for 
permanent residence pursuant to the Refugee Claimants Designated Class 


Regulations instead of going to a second hearing before the IRB for a 
determination of refugee status. 


The Refugee Claimants Designated Class Regulations exclude persons 
determined under the former Act to be Convention refugees, whose 
applications were already refused under these Regulations or the 1986 
Administrative Review, who are under removal order, who have eluded 
inquiry, who leave Canada for more than 7 days after December 27, 1989, 
who are serious criminal or security risks, or who are found not to be 
refugees by the IRB. 


The program provides for humanitarian and compassionate (H & C) reviews 
both before the panel hearing and, if there is no credible basis for a 
refugee claim, prior to removal. Persons accepted on H & C grounds may 
apply for permanent residence from within Canada. 


All persons who are permitted to apply for permanent residence from 
within Canada, whether as a result of a positive H & C recommendation 


or from determination of credible basis, must meet all statutory 
requirements. 


Those persons who cannot establish credible basis for their refugee 
claims will face removal. Claimants who voluntarily leave the country 
before their panel hearings will be given a letter of introduction to 
the visa office abroad which will assure them of an interview with a 
visa officer. Every consideration will be given to their Canadian 
experience as part of the application process. 


BACKGROUNDER #2 


The following chart summarizes the general process. 


START 


NO INITIAL NO 
H&C 


INTERVIEW 


CREDIBLE VOLUNTARY 


BASIS 


DEPARTURE - 


HEARING APPLY ABROAD 


INQUIRY - 


LANDING 
REMOVAL 
STREAM 
ORDER 
PRE-REMOVAL 
H&C REMOVAL 


NO 
REVIEW 


Dec. 28, 1988 


Jan. 12, 1989 


Mar. 16, 1989 


Mar - Aug '89 


Spring/Summer '89 


May 1989 


June 29, 1989 


July 4, 1989 
Aug. 7, 1989 
Aug. 8, 1989 
Oct. 2, 1989 


Dec. 27, 1989 


Jan. 6, 1990 


Feb. 5, 1990 


March 5, 1990 


Highlights to Date 


Minister announces Backlog Clearance Program 
Regulation Amendment - Backlog claimants can work 
Screening of transcripts began at NHQ 


Three mailouts of employment forms to backlog 
claimants 


Staffing and training of immigration officers, 
adjudicators and IRB members 


Processing begins in regular CICs in small regions 
Refugee Backlog Information Program approved to 
fund non-government organizations to provide 
information to claimants on process 

New Backlog CIC opened in Vancouver 

New Backlog CIC opened in Montreal 

New Backlog CIC opened in Toronto 


New Backlog CIC opened in Mississauga 


Refugee Claimants Designated Class Regulations 
approved 


Student, employment and designated counsel 
regulatory amendments pre-published in Canada 
Gazette 


New backlog sub-office opened in London 


New backlog sub-office opened in Ottawa 


Production to March 9, 1990 


ACTIVITY CUMULATIVE 
Accepted on humanitarian grounds 1,287 
Refused on humanitarian grounds 22,521 
Total humanitarian interviews 23,808 
Claims found credible by panel 5,994 * 
Claims found not to be credible 259 
Total panel hearings 6,253 
Total in landing stream 9,669 
Voluntary Departures 1,848 
Removals Confirmed 55 
Total Cases in Process 24,283 


* The high acceptance rate is due to CiCs starting with many conceded claims from traditional refugee producing 
countries. The acceptance rate is expected to decline as more cases are now being contested. 
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